
GREAT NAMIBIA CAMPING ADVENTURE 
This interactive camping holiday through Namibia is a combination of two week-long 
safaris; covering the South’s spectacular scenery and the wonderful highlights of the 
North (you will be advised at time of booking which direction the safari will take first). 
Few scheduled safaris give you such a fantastic overview of the range of captivating 
treasures that can be discovered in Namibia. Led by a professional guide, and catered 
for by a camp assistant, this camping safari encourages you to immerse yourself in 
Namibia’s wilderness in a relaxed way. All the camping equipment is provided, including 

comfortable mattresses; all you have to do is set up and take down your easy to assemble tent. You’ll visit local 
communities, both traditional and modern, and a tremendous variety of contrasting 
environments and attractions from the Fish River Canyon in the far south to the saltpans 
of Etosha National Park in the north. Just some of the highlights in-between include 
Bushmen rock art at Twyfelfontein, big cats at Okonjima, thousands of seals at Cape 
Cross, Sossusvlei’s towering sand dunes and coastal adventure activities in 
Swakopmund.  

Day 1 – Flight to Namibia 
Commence your journey with a scheduled overnight flight from London to Windhoek, via Johannesburg, with South African 
Airways. 

Includes dinner on the flight. 

Day 2 - Windhoek 
After landing and checking through customs, you are met and transferred to a guesthouse in Windhoek. Spend your 
afternoon exploring the town or relaxing by the swimming pool. There are plenty of good restaurants to choose from for 
dinner. However, if you prefer a quiet evening it is possible to order in, just ask the helpful and friendly guesthouse staff for 
details. Your safari team is also just a phone call away if you have any queries.  

Includes breakfast on the flight. 

Day 3 – Quiver Tree Forest 
After breakfast, you will be collected between 07.30 and 08.00 and transferred to meet your 
guide, camp assistant and group at the safari base. Once ready you depart for the long drive 
south, passing through rural towns and over the Tropic of Capricorn, to arrive at the atmospheric 
Quiver Tree Forest in the mid afternoon. In fact the bizarre looking quiver trees, known locally as 
Kokerboom, aren’t trees at all but a type of giant aloe. Though single quiver trees dot the 
landscape throughout southern Namibia, it is extremely unusual to see such a large forest of this 

rare flora species. The hollowed out branches of this giant aloe were traditionally used by Bushmen to carry their quivers, 
hence the common name ‘quiver tree’. 

Windhoek to Quiver Tree Forest: approx. 6 hours (500km) 
Includes breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Day 4 – Fish River Canyon 
Begin the morning with a visit to the nearby 'Giant's Playground'. Here gigantic eroded dolerite 
rocks balance precariously on top of each other in fascinating tower formations. You then continue your journey south, 
pausing in the town of Keetmanshoop for fuel and supplies, before carrying on to the impressive Fish River Canyon. You aim 



to arrive in time for picnic lunch at the Canyon’s best viewpoint, where you can wander along the rim to photograph stunning 
vistas of this incredible chasm. Carved out by erosion over millions of years, this is arguably the world's second-largest 
canyon of its kind, after Arizona's Grand Canyon. Continue on to the southern end of the Fish River where you’ll camp at Ai 
Ais Resort. During the late afternoon there’s usually time to enjoy the warm springs found here. 

Quiver Tree Forest to Fish River Canyon: approx. 4 hours (250km) 
Includes breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Day 5 - Aus 
Take another dip in the springs or to walk along the Fish River bed before breaking down 
camp and heading further south and then west, stopping for lunch on the banks of the 
Orange River. The road continues past the isolated outpost of Rosh Pinah, to the small town of Aus. Here you camp for two 
nights at a stunning spot on the edge of the escarpment. The energetic may like to climb and view the setting sun over the 
Namib's vast Koichab Pan and Sperrgebiet National Park, before returning to camp for dinner. 

Fish River Canyon to Aus: approx. 5 hours (330km) 
Includes breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Day 6 – Luderitz / Aus 
Begin early this morning and drive alongside Sperrgebiet National Park to reach the quaint seaside town of Luderitz. Until it 
was proclaimed a National Park in 2008, the Sperrgebiet was known as Namibia’s mysterious forbidden diamond-mining 
zone. You cross your first coastal sand dunes shortly before entering Luderitz, a fascinating town steeped in German colonial 
history and architecture. Once there, you can explore the town or opt to take an excellent boat cruise (about GBP 29 / US 

45) on the traditional schooner, Sedina. Weather permitting, the Sedina sails out of Luderitz harbour 
and south to Halifax Island, home to a colony of endangered African penguins. You also have the 
opportunity to see other marine life such as heaviside dolphins and an array of sea birds. Upon 
returning to the harbour you drive a short way inland to Kolmanskop, a deserted boomtown that has 
slowly been encroached by desert sands since the 1950’s. Kolmanskop was built in the 1920’s as 
the hub of Sperrgebiet’s diamond mining operations; it’s now derelict buildings still reveal signs of 
the enormous wealth that funded this once opulent town. You are then free to sample Luderitz's 
famous seafood at a cafe or restaurant for lunch (on your own account today), before an afternoon 
drive to explore the peninsula and the historic Diaz Point. On the return drive inland to your camp 

near Aus, you usually stop to try and spot the Namib’s wild horses that have adapted to survive this arid environment, 
alongside other desert wildlife such as oryx.  

Aus to Luderitz to Aus: approx. 3 hours (250km) 
Includes breakfast and dinner. 

Day 7 – Namib-Naukluft Park 
Today you travel north along the eastern edge of the Namib Desert; this is one of the country’s most spectacular drives, with 
fabulous vistas at every turn. You stop for lunch at a cultural center near the tiny town of Maltahohe where you spend time 
interacting with the delightful Nama people, local to this region. The Nama language is of Khoisan origin, using clicks to give 
different meaning to words spoken. Khoisan languages were previously widely spoken in southern Africa, before the arrival 
of Bantu speaking tribes. Nama is now the only widespread Khoisan language used. A local guide will introduce you 
sensitively to their lifestyle and traditions. You may also be treated to a short play, dance routine or an impromptu concert by 
the children. Arts and crafts made by the villagers are available to buy and the community welcomes travellers as they 
benefit directly from your visit. 



You will arrive in the late afternoon to your next campsite, situated on the edge of the desert with the Naukluft Mountains as 
an impressive backdrop. Once you have pitched your tent you can relax and enjoy sundowners whilst watching the colours 
glow and change over the breathtaking surroundings. 

Aus to Namib Desert Camp: approx. 5.5 hours (400km) 
Includes breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Day 8 – Namib-Naukluft Park 
Rising well before dawn, you set off for an unforgettable morning exploring the towering apricot 
coloured dunes of the Namib Desert. At sunrise you enter the Sesriem gate into Namib-
Naukluft National Park and then drive deep into the desert to Sossusvlei, home to some of the 
world’s highest dunes and stunning scenery. The awe-inspiring sight of the soft dawn light, 
giving contrast of sunlight and shadow on the dunes, more than makes up for the early rise. A 
climb to the top of a dune wakens your senses as the view from the top is spectacular. Enjoy 
breakfast in the dunes before spending the rest of the morning exploring on foot with your guide, marvelling at the 
surroundings and the desert adapted wildlife. Return to Sesriem for lunch, where there is shade to relax during the heat of 
midday, before heading to nearby Sesriem Canyon. This small but attractive canyon has been carved by the force of the 
ephemeral Tsauchab River, creating cool depths and interesting rock formations. 

Desert Camp to Sossusvlei to Desert Camp: approx. 3.5 hours (240km) 
Includes breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Day 9 – Windhoek 
Driving back to Windhoek, you pass through yet more stunning scenery as the road climbs up and over the escarpment onto 
the Khomas Hochland central highlands. You aim to reach Windhoek in the afternoon where you’ll be taken to your 
guesthouse to settle in. As you have usually made new friends by this stage of your holiday (and to bid farewell to those that 
aren’t joining the next section), the group may choose to arrange dinner together at a local restaurant. Dinner is on your own 
account this evening. 

Desert Camp to Windhoek: approx. 5.5 hours (315km) 
Includes breakfast and lunch. 

Day 10 – Okonjima 
After breakfast at your guesthouse, you will be picked up between 08.30 and 09.00. You re-group and meet any newcomers 
before beginning the northern part of your camping adventure. A short drive takes you north to Okahandja where you can 

purchase a range of crafts from local artisans who sell their wares at Namibia’s largest open-
air craft market. You then continue north to reach an attractive private campsite at Okonjima, 
situated on the slopes of the Omboroko Mountains. Once you’ve set up camp, you head out 
on an afternoon excursion to gain an insight on the dedicated work of the AfriCat Foundation 
which conserves Namibia’s predators, especially cheetah. You may also have the chance to 
see some of the resident cats.  

Windhoek to Okonjima: approx. 3 hours (235km) 
Includes breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Day 11 – Etosha National Park 
Rise with the sun for a hearty breakfast, before driving north towards Etosha National Park. You aim to arrive at your 
campsite, on the eastern boundary of the park, in time for a late lunch. Later you set out on your first Etosha safari drive. 



Your guide takes you to some of the waterholes that dot the eastern side of the park and points out interesting animals and 
birds to you. You return to camp just before sunset for a tasty fireside dinner. 

Okonjima to eastern Etosha: approx. 5 hours (360km) 
Includes breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Day 12 – Etosha National Park  
After breaking camp, you head slowly west through this vast and attractive park to spend the day game-viewing as you cross 
to Okaukuejo Camp. Along the way you occasionally drive alongside the huge and stark Etosha Pan where the silvery 
expanse stretches as far as the eye can see. Spotting some of the game species gets easier as your eyes become trained to 
the surroundings; but travelling with a knowledgeable guide who spots the smaller and more elusive species lets you 
understand and appreciate the variety of wildlife found in Etosha. You stop at Halali Camp, in the middle of the park, for a 
leisurely lunch and to relax during the heat of the day. Continue game driving in the afternoon to reach your campsite at 
Okaukuejo, located on the southern side of Etosha National Park. Okaukuejo is well known for its floodlit waterhole where 
you can sit safely behind a low wall to watch rhino, elephant, various antelope species, giraffe and sometimes lion as they 
prowl the area and come in to drink. 

Game drives. 
Includes breakfast, lunch and dinner.  

Day 13 – Himba Community Project 
After an early game drive in Etosha you set off towards Damaraland, pausing at Outjo to buy fresh produce and perhaps visit 
the local German-style bakery for a tempting pastry and drink. In the early afternoon you reach your campsite near the small 
town of Kamanjab and head out later in the day to visit a nearby Himba village.  

Similar to the Maasai of East Africa, the Himba are a proud and statuesque people who 
have successfully retained their culture in the face of the modern world. They still adhere 
to traditional customs and dress, their lifestyle having changed little over the centuries. 
There is significance to be found in all aspects of their lives, from the different ways they 
style their hair to honouring their ancestors with a holy fire. 

The Himba predominantly inhabit Namibia’s north-west Kaokoland region, however this 
community at Oase village have migrated here having been offered land by a local 

farming family. One of the family’s sons was ‘adopted’ by a Himba chief and community in Kaokoland, some of whom moved 
with him upon his return to the family farm. You spend the afternoon with them at this village, where a local guide introduces 
you to their alternative lifestyle and helps you to learn about Himba life and culture.  

Southern Etosha to Kamanjab: approx. 3.5 hours (300km) 
Includes breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Day 14 - Damaraland 
The journey today takes you on a spectacular drive deeper into the dramatic mountainous scenery of Damaraland. Travel via 
the town of Khorixas before stopping for lunch and a stroll around Twyfelfontein; a valley that hides an amazing outdoor 
gallery of ancient rock engravings (now a UNESCO World Heritage Site). A resident guide will 
lead you around the engravings, thus ensuring that knowledge is retained locally and revenue 
gained through tourism goes straight into the surrounding communities. You then continue, 
driving south to set up camp at the base of Namibia’s highest mountain, the Brandberg, which 
peaks at 2,573m.  

Kamanjab to Brandberg: approx. 5.5 hours (360km)  
Includes breakfast, lunch and dinner. 



Day 15 - Swakopmund 
Rising early ensures a cool start for a reasonably gentle 90 minute hike into Brandberg’s lower reaches to see the well-
known ‘White Lady’ rock painting. Along with roughly 45,000 other painted images found in 1,000 sites throughout the 
Brandberg, the artwork is attributed to nomadic Bushmen who sought shelter amongst the mountains rocky slopes. The 
‘White Lady’ painting is believed by some to be more than 20,000 years old and is well worth the visit.  

On your drive to the coast today, you have time for a short stop in Uis. This small town once thrived on its large tin mining 
operation, however has since sunk into decline when the mine closed in the early 90’s. Local prospectors are now eager to 
make an income from selling semi-precious stones such as amethyst, quartz crystals and tourmaline which can be bought at 
bargain prices. 

Once you reach the Skeleton Coast, you first detour north to visit Cape Cross, where you can walk within close proximity of 
an enormous colony of Cape fur seals. You then head south to reach Swakopmund where you settle into your guesthouse 
accommodation. This afternoon you are free to browse around this fascinating seaside town, with its colonial history and 
architecture, excellent shops, craft centre, museum, crystal gallery and pretty waterfront. There are no pre-set plans for 
dinner this evening as there is a wide choice of great restaurants to choose from. Your guide will offer to make suggestions 
and book a group dinner for those that wish to dine together. For seafood lovers, 
Swakopmund’s seafood is highly recommended and relatively inexpensive. 

Brandberg to Swakopmund: approx. 4.5 hours (315km)  
Includes breakfast and lunch. 

Day 16 - Windhoek 
Swakopmund is a major centre for desert and coastal activities, from dune-boarding, quad-biking, sky-diving and dolphin 
cruises to scenic flights over the desert. Your guide will discuss the variety of options with you in advance and can assist with 
necessary bookings. Alternatively, spend your morning exploring the town or relaxing in one of its many cafes. You depart for 
Windhoek about noon, arriving back to the capital by late afternoon to check-in to your guesthouse. Your evening is free, 
although often your group will make plans to meet up for a final dinner together. 

Swakopmund to Windhoek: approx. 4 hours (360km) 
Includes breakfast and lunch. 

Day 17 – Flight to London 
You have time to explore Windhoek and its cafes, shops and craft markets before you are met and transferred to the airport 
in time to check-in for your flight back to the UK. 

Includes breakfast. Dinner is on the flight. 

Day 18 - Arrive in London  
 

SAFARI INFORMATION 
By camping for the majority of your two weeks on safari, you can enjoy the best of Namibia at a very reasonable price. If this 
conjures up unpleasant images of huddling in a soggy tent to keep out of the drizzle, take it from us that a Namibian camping 
experience is very different. In a country where it's usually warm and dry, a camping adventure is a great way to maximise 
your time outdoors and immerse yourself in the captivating wilderness. This Great Namibia Camping Adventure combines 
the top highlights of northern and southern Namibia, giving you a full appreciation of the many and varied wonders that this 
enchanting country has to offer. You travel far south to Fish River Canyon and north to Etosha National Park, covering a 
huge variety in between including Sossusvlei dunes, a ghost town, local villages, ancient rock art, Namibia’s highest 
mountain, the Skeleton Coast and the AfriCat Foundation, to name just a few.        



Combined camping adventure 
This interactive camping adventure through Namibia is a combination of two week-long safaris that explore the spectacularly 
scenic south and search out the best of country’s northern wildlife and attractions. The safari generally begins in the south, 
followed by the north; however occasionally may run in the opposite direction. Rest assured that regardless of which 
direction, the contents of the itinerary remains the same. Please also note that your vehicle, guide, camp assistant and fellow 
travellers may vary from the first week to the second week, changing when you pass through Windhoek at the middle of the 
safari. 

Guide 
The Great Namibia Camping Adventure will be led by a professional and personable safari guide, who also acts as your 
driver and helps around camp. A guide plays a vital role in creating a successful safari; hence they are chosen carefully and 
trained in-house in addition to their guiding qualifications. All speak good English and almost all are Namibian born and/or 
raised. With their local general knowledge, you'll be able to learn a lot about the country and what you see - including much 
about the flora, fauna and people. They will be able to identify all of the animals, many of the birds and the common plants 
that you see. However, don't expect them to be expert ornithologists or botanists, using Latin names for every species.  

Camp assistant 
The camp assistant is the other vital person on this camping adventure. It's their job to do most of the camp chores - so 
whilst you will put up and take down your own tent (it's simple once you know how!), you need not worry about cooking, 
packing or washing up. This leaves you and your guide more time to relax and chat about Namibia and your experiences.  

Camping equipment 
All the necessary camping equipment is supplied and transported with you in the safari vehicle or towed behind in a trailer. 
Good quality tents are provided; dome-shaped so that you can walk in, large enough (about 2x2 metres) to sleep up to two 
people and protected by mosquito netting and canvas on the windows and door. These are easy to assemble, as will be 
initially demonstrated by your guide and camp assistant.  
Each traveller is provided with their own camp chair with backrest and a comfortable mattress that is about 5cm thick, with a 
fabric cover. Sleeping bags are included on a complimentary basis, but you are welcome to bring your own if you prefer (‘3 to 
4 season’ range is advisable). Pillows are not supplied so we suggest that you bring a small pillow or inflatable travel cushion 
with you on the camping safari.  

Vehicles 
The Great Namibia Camping Adventure is generally run in a Toyota Dyna which easily accommodates up to 14 people. 
These are purpose-built to suit these camping adventures, including the provision of air-cushioned suspension, individual 
bucket seats and a pop-top roof. Occasionally a minibus or 4WD double-cab (pick up) and trailer might be used for up to 4 
people. All these vehicle types are fitted with seatbelts. 
Many of the safari vehicles are fitted with plug points where you are able to charge camera batteries. Note that as there are 
limited plugs, priority is given to charging camera and video batteries over mobile phones. Some of the camping sites will 
also have a plug point to charge your batteries. Namibia uses the same plug point configuration as South Africa – a 15 amp 
with three large round pins. We recommend that you purchase and bring your own South African plug adaptor for use when 
you travel on this camping adventure around Namibia. 

Namibia camping sites 
You will stay at a mixture of campsites during this Great Namibia Camping Adventure. Each will have a different setting and 
feel but most are well established and provide all the necessary facilities you need. These facilities generally include ablution 
blocks for ladies and gents with hot and cold running water; often a small kiosk, shop or bar where you can buy drinks; and 
some also have a swimming pool. Namibia's more remote camping sites are not always well lit so it is important that you 
bring a good, reliable torch and spare batteries with you to use in your tent and walking around camp after dark. A head torch 
is most convenient. A gas lamp will be set up at each campsite so the guide and assistant have light to work with; however 
this is turned off once everyone has settled in for the night. 



Language 
The Great Namibia Camping Adventure is always guided in English. 

Costs 
This camping safari to Namibia includes scheduled international flights from London’s Heathrow Airport, via Johannesburg, 
with South African Airways; camping (and accommodation in Windhoek and Swakopmund) as described; full camping 
equipment; campsite fees; entrance fees to all national parks visited; usually three meals a day as stipulated in the itinerary; 
transport in a safari vehicle and all transfers as noted. 

Meals 
This Namibia camping safari includes almost all your meals, namely whilst in camp and picnics en-route. To keep your dining 
options flexible when there is a choice of restaurants in towns, the following meals are excluded and will be at your own 
expense; lunch and dinner in Windhoek on Day 2, lunch in Luderitz on Day 6, dinner in Windhoek on Day 9, dinner in 
Swakopmund on Day 15, dinner in Windhoek on Day 16, and lunch in Windhoek on Day 17. 

Drinks 
Tea, coffee, and hot chocolate are available whilst in camp and are included in your safari price. Drinking water from the tap 
is also provided throughout your trip (we suggest you take a reusable drinking bottle to fill as required). All other drinks can 
be bought at your own expense; your guide will let you know the best places to stock up on soft drinks, wines, beers and 
bottled mineral water during the safari. You are welcome to store your day’s drinks in the vehicle fridge (or cool box) to keep 
them cool.  

Single travellers 
No single supplement is charged for this Great Namibia Camping Adventure. 
This group camping adventure is an ideal way for single travellers to enjoy a social safari where you can meet local 
Namibians as well as fellow travellers from around the globe. As a single traveller, you may be asked to share a tent/room 
with another group member of the same sex. If you would prefer not to share, we will request a single tent/room for you 
which is generally no problem so long as there is sufficient availability of tents and packing space in the vehicle.   

Age of travellers 
Due to some of the wildlife activities included during this camping adventure, only children aged 12 and over can join this 
group safari. A private tailor-made safari can be arranged on request to accommodate families travelling with younger 
children. 

Laundry 
Laundry is an additional cost not included in the Great Namibia Camping Adventure price. In some locations your guide may 
be able to speak to campsite staff to request a laundry service for you, the cost for which you can settle directly at the 
campsite. In almost all locations you will be able to use the washroom/bathroom to hand wash your own laundry. Please 
speak to your guide during the safari for details.  

Luggage 
To ensure adequate luggage space, you are requested to limit your belongings to one soft carry bag weighing up to 15kg 
(please avoid hard suitcases that cannot be manipulated into the luggage compartment easily), one daypack and one 
camera bag (both medium sized). 

Visa & passport requirements 
It’s important that you take responsibility for checking that you satisfy any visa and immigration requirements for travel to 
Namibia, as well as any other country you may visit before or after this safari. Only you know your own circumstances and 
visa regulations do change periodically, often without any warning or announcement. 
At the same time, we’ll always do our best to advise and assist where possible with your travel requirements. We understand 
that the following stipulations must be met by overseas travellers visiting Namibia. Firstly, we stress that you check that your 
passport will have at least six months validity after you travel and secondly, that you will have at least 3 clean pages for 



receiving immigration stamps (these must be visa pages, not pages for amendments and endorsements which are usually at 
the back of a passport). Most Southern African countries require a minimum of 2 to 3 clean pages for each time you pass 
through customs, and we have had recent reports of both Namibia and South Africa actively enforcing this restriction – and 
refusing entry to those who don’t comply.  
It is our current understanding that travellers on American, Canadian, British, New Zealand and Australian passports do not 
need visas for South Africa or Namibia. That said, it remains your responsibility to double check these details with the 
nearest relevant embassy to you. 
The above is given for guidance, but is not definitive. Always bear in mind that this situation can change. 

 


